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chickens; rats with web feet, and rats with tails that enable them
to climb trees; lizards able to walk on two legs; fishes with gills
and lungs dating back to the days of the ichthyosaurus, which
are really a mixture of fish and amphibian; wild dogs that
resemble both a jackal and a wolf, and may be the descendants
of pariah dogs imported into Australia by some of the earliest
immigrants from the Asiatic mainland; and a whole menagerie
of other peculiarities.
But that is not all Australia also has an assortment of insects
of its own, including the well-known termites, or white ants,
which have an inordinate appetite for wood, and destroy not only
trees and plants, but furniture, fences, and houses. There are
mosquitoes, too, but these fortunately do not carry yellow fever
or malaria. The bees have no sting, and some of the ants both
bite and sting.
The worst plague, however, is not of Australian origin at all,
but an import from Europe. I refer to Brer Rabbit, a harmless
enough creature in his usual haunts, but a terrific nuisance among
the sandy wastes of a continent where the creatures can breed
ad libitum. The first rabbits were introduced from England in
1862 for the purpose of a little sport. The colonists were bored.
Hunting rabbits would be a pleasant diversion to break the mono-
tony of life in the bush. A few of these rabbits escaped, and they
set up housekeeping in the well-known rabbit fashion. Astrono-
mers, accustomed to deal with large figures, have tried to com-
pute the number of rabbits that must be at large at the present
moment in Australia. They have come to the conclusion that
there must be almost 4,000,000,000 of them, and it is said that if
the rabbits could be exterminated Australia would be able to
increase its live stock by 25 per cent.   Entire regions have
been devastated by these rodents. An effort was made to save
Western Australia from the invasion of rabbits from the east by
erecting a rabbit-proof fence of chicken-wire over three feet high
and three feet below the ground, to prevent the vermin from
digging underneath. But it was too late: the rabbits were there
already. Poison was then tried, but also in vain. The wild animals
which regulate the rabbit supply in the rest of the world woe